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Mr. Thorne G. Auchter, Agsistaﬁt Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety
and Health, wrote to your Designated Agency Safety and Health Official in

mid-February 1983, relative ta a Federal safety belt program. The program
is designed to achieve greater safety belt usage by employees driving or
riding in Government vehiclesior while in personal vehicles on official
business. Material in this packet is supplied as mentioned in Mr. Auchter's

Tetter. 43 *
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L. ) asgctant Secretary for
U.S. Department cf Laber Gzoupational Safcly and Reailth
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Ircar Fr, Fitzwater:

president keavan insucurated a naticnel progran last April tc
combat c¢runk €rivirg ané te inforrm all motorists of the value of
safety belts. Unfortunately, only 10 percent cf drivers and
passengers mzke use of their safety belts, Studies of actual
crashes incicate that pecrle who wear safety belts sustain 60
percent fewer sericus injuries and 50 percent fewer fatalities.

cn January 28, 1983, Secretary of Transportation Andrew L. Lewis
and Secretary of Labor Rayrond J. Doncvan jointly signed & letter
to all agency heads asking for their personzl leadership and
support in formulating a safety belt use prouram. An effective
sefety belt pclicy which infcrms your employees of the value of
safety belts in an accicdent shculd be an initial acticn, 1In
order to familiarize agency headguarters safety end health
personnel with all aspects of the program, we have scheduled a
two-hour workshep at 9:30 AMY on Merch 17, 1983, in the first
floor auditorium of the Frances Perkins Building, 20C Constltutlon
Avenue, M.V., Washington, C.C. .

3

You are invited to this workshop along with vour agency's occupe-
ticonal sefety end health ranager anc cther personnel who you nay
wish to ke inveolved in the program. 2 copy of the tentative
zcenda 'is enclosed.

An educational and instructional packet has been prepared, and it
will be sent to you by serarate mail this month. The packet
‘includes several short l6rx films and other materials for use
within yeur agency in ecucational presentations encouraging
safety belt usage.

Your endcresement of this effort which has such a large pctential

for gaving lives, reducing injuries, and eliminating needless
weeste of financial rescurces vwill Le.appreciated,
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rPleacse advise Mr. John E. Plurner, LCirector, Cffice of Federal
2cency Pregrars, OSEA, Foow N3613, 200 Constitution Avenue,
12.:., V'ashincton, L. C. 2021¢, by Farch 11, 1923, of the total
nurnker cf vour egency persornnel who will attend.

Sincerely, ‘ - R

Thorne C. Avchter
Ppsseistant Secretary

rnclosure
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